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Purpose 
The purpose of this meeting is 
to present spring testing 
information for your child in 
reading, math and writing.  We 
will be happy to answers 
questions at the end of the 
presentation.  We will cover as 
much information as possible in 
the time we have with you 
tonight.



Grades for 3rd Grade

Grades are weighted in Douglas 
County.  For every subject, 
students’ grades will be 
determined as follows:  
Homework = 15% (AVID binder 
grade will be included here)
Quizzes, Tests, Qtrly 
Assessments, Projects = 30%
Daily Practice / Classwork = 
55%



STAR Test Reports

STAR tests are online assessments 
that your child takes during the school 
year.  These tests MUST be done 
alone and with no help from another 
person.  When the child completes 
these assessments independently, it 
provides the most accurate information 
about your child’s current level of 
performance in reading and math.
  Teachers use this information to 
guide classroom instruction.  This year, 
STAR tests were given three times.  
Your child has already taken the first 
(beginning of year) assessment, and we 
will discuss those reports in a moment.



STAR Cont.
You received 2 STAR Parent 
Reports.  Please have those in 
front of you while we discuss 3rd 
grade data.  This will give you an 
idea of where your child stands 
academically in relation to other 
3rd grade students in Georgia.

We will begin with the STAR 
Parent Report - READING.  You 
can look for the phrase “Lexile 
Range” near the bottom left of the 
report.  You will also see the 
Scaled Score, the Percentile Rank, 
the Grade Equivalent, and the 
Instructional Reading Level.  







   Reading GMAS scaled scores:

  1 (Beginning learner)          below 346

  2 (Developing learner)         346-478

  3 (Proficient learner)          479-640

  4 (Distinguished learner)      at/above

                                   641             

           



STAR-Math

Next please find your STAR 
Parent Report - MATH.  This 
report also has the Scaled 
Score, Percentile Rank, and 
Grade Equivalent along the 
left side.  The math report 
shows Quantile Measure near 
the bottom left of the 
report. 







   MATH GMAS scaled scores:

 1 (Beginning learner)      below 544

  2 (Developing learner)     544-643

  3 (Proficient learner)      644-725

  4 (Distinguished learner)  at/above   

                                726
           



   Writescore Testing

Write Score is a professional educational 
company that provides districts and schools 
with formative assessments, resulting 
data, and instructional resources for use 
with students. As a formative assessment 
platform, Write Score provides 
assessments and hand-scored data that 
align to State Standards.  Your child has 
taken two Writescore assessments this 
year; opinion writing and narrative writing.

             





   Beacon Testing

BEACON is a computer adaptive,  
formative assessment system 
administered in ELA and 
mathematics in grades 3-8. It 
measures progress throughout the 
school year, allowing educators to 
target instruction and make 
informed decisions. It is mapped 
to the Georgia Standards o f 
Excellence (GSE), adjusts 
difficulty to meet students where 
they are. 



   Beacon Testing
 When taking a CAT test, the 
difficulty of each question is based 
on how well a student answers all 
the previous questions. As the 
student answers correctly, 
questions become more difficult. 
If the student answers incorrectly, 
the questions become easier. 

BEACON assessments are 
designed to target a student’s 
academic performance in 
Mathematics and ELA. These tests 
are tailored to an individual’s 
current achievement level.



             



What are teachers doing in the 
classroom?

* Differentiated assignments

*Guided reading/math groups

* Reteaching in small groups

* Progress monitoring 

* Classworks

* Freckle

* Reading aloud when needed

* Enrichment/Challenge assignments 



If your child is performing below the 
ending of the 3rd grade year, we suggest 
the following activities you can do at 
home this summer to help him/her:

Reading
Have your child read aloud to you for 15 
to 20 minutes each night and ask them 
questions about the book.  If it is fiction, 
ask them about the plot, characters, 
setting,and theme. Discuss any unfamiliar 
words with them,and help them find the 
meaning of the word(s). 
For non-fiction books, ask your child 
about some facts presented in the book.  
Look for and discuss unfamiliar words and 
their meanings as well. 



Helpful Websites (Reading)

Classworks (your child can access 
this from the Portal) Language Arts
MyOn 
ReadWorks (use the Lexile guide on 
your STAR reading report to 
choose passages in the right range 
for your child)
ABCYa - Grade 3 - Letters 
(several choices for improving 
literacy skills such as verb tenses, 
figurative language, etc)



If your child is performing below 
the beginning of the 3rd grade year, 
we suggest the following activities you 
can do at home to help him or her:
Math

Practice fact fluency each night 
with your child.  This can be addition 
and subtraction facts to 18 (for 
example 17 - 9, 5 + 7, focusing on 
using digits 5 through 9 is best) until 
they can give rapid and accurate 
answers.

If your child has mastered these, 
begin practicing multiplication and 
division facts through the 12s.  They 
will need to be proficient in these 
facts to make adequate progress in 
math. 



Helpful Websites (Math)

Multiplication.com
Legends of Learning

Khan Academy
Prodigy

Xtramath



GMAS
Students in the state of 
Georgia ARE taking the 
Milestone assessment tests.  
The reports we have reviewed 
have been reliable in helping 
us predict your child’s 
performance level on the 
Milestones, and we would like 
to have your child meet or 
exceed grade level 
expectations.  Please support 
us at home by building in the 
strategies we provided on a 
regular basis.



    
The GMAS is tentatively scheduled for 
the week of April 25-29.

4/25-ELA Section 1

4/26 ELA Sections 2 and 3

4/27-Math Sections 1 and 2.



Questions?


